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This is a wonderful year for the Society. The 90th year celebrations continue following 
the hugely successful anniversary luncheon that filled the Dixson Room in the Mitchell 
Library giving women a voice. Jessica Rowe AM was a fitting keynote as she advocated 
for the rights of  women and children through her multiple roles as an author, media 
commentator, mother, ambassador for mental health.
The Society’s participation in Writers in the Park at Centennial Park  
(www.writersinthepark.com.au) on 27th September, joined the celebrations of  the  
rich literary life of  Sydney and Australia. Thankyou to the  volunteers who ‘manned’ 
the stall.
The year continues with vibrant speakers. Multi award winning author Libby Hathorn
will present for Remembrance Day on her important new book, Eventual Poppy Day
(HarperCollins). Sue Castriqe’s workshop is on Writing the Screen Documentary and 
Joanna Hempel will talk about her historical novel Feet of  Wax, The award  
announcements for the competitions will also be made at the November luncheon  
recognising the creative role of  the Society.
Christmas celebrations will be a mix of  recognising research into women’s writing with
the Abbie Clancy Award, Room to Read’s work in bringing literacy to more than
9.5 million women and children in the developing world, and a party with the vibrant
entertainer Liz Taylor.
2016 will be an exciting year with craft workshops, more opportunities to share news
and ideas and outstanding speakers including Patti Miller, Lisa Heidke, Sophie Masson,
Susannah Fullerton.
Looking forward to seeing you all at our Remembrance Day luncheon in November.
Susanne Gervay
SWW Co-President

Co-President’s Message

Susanne Gervay OAM

Dr Susan Steggall

**LUNCHEON SCHEDULE CHANGE**
The guest speaker, Libby Hathorn, will be giving her presentation at 12.00pm to 12.30pm.

Please arrive early so you don’t miss it!
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Pay by direct deposit into the SWW bank account by the FRIDAY before 
the meeting OR you can still pay on the day of the meeting.

Price and Booking Information

Members:
Luncheon $42 (ML)
Workshop $30 (MWS)
Luncheon & Workshop $65 (MLW)

Non Members:
Luncheon $47 (NML)
Workshop $40 (NMWS)
Luncheon & Workshop $80 (NMLW)

LUNCHEON AND/OR WORKSHOP

Everyone must book with Lynda Calder BEFORE 10am on the 
MONDAY before the meeting. 
NB: There is still a permanent list for bookings if you wish to be on it.

Please book by email if you have access to a computer.
Contact Name: SWW Lunch Booking 
Email address: swwlunchbooking@gmail.com
Mobile phone: Text message to 0403 177 208 
Your text message should be addressed to swwlunchbooking or  
swwlunch and should contain: date, your name and number.

For Direct Deposit please use the codes listed above
The Society of Women Writer’s NSW Inc
BSB: 062 018      A/C: 0095 0433

NEXT 

LITERARY LUNCHEON

Wednesday 11 November
State Library of NSW

Macquarie Street, Sydney

10.00 - 11.45am: Workshop 
Writing the Screen Documentary
Sue Castrique

Workshop Coordinator:  
Robyn McWilliam 0418 225 051

Arrival and Registration + coffee/tea

12.00pm - 12.30pm: Guest Speaker
Eventual Poppy Day
Libby Hathorn

12.30 - 1pm: Luncheon

1pm - 1.15pm: Member Talk
Feet of  Wax
Joanna Hempel

1.20pm - 2pm: Judges report and 
competition announcements

SCHEDULE CHANGE!
Please note for this event the 

Guest Speaker will do her talk at 
12.00-12.30pm.  

Don’t be late!



Workshop Presentation

Sue Castrique

Writing the  
Screen Documentary

With a truly impressive CV, Sue Castrique 
will reveal the processes involved in making 
award-winning stories and documentaries 
for the screen.

Sue is a scriptwriter and script editor. She 
wrote the historical documentary series, 
Federation and Shifting North Sydney and was 
the script editor on Jack Buckskin. 

Her work has been recognised with a 
number of  awards including three AW-
GIES (Australian Writers’ Guild Awards), 
an AFI for Best Screenplay and the Reuben 
Mamoulian Award. 

She has also written Under the Colony’s Eye, 
Gentlemen and Convicts on Cockatoo Island, 
1839-1869, published by Anchor Books 
Australia.

Luncheon Guests

Eventual Poppy Day
Libby Hathorn

Guest Speaker Presentation

Libby Hathorn is an award-winning author and poet of  more than 
fifty books for children and young people. Translated into several 
languages and adapted for stage and screen, her work has won 
honours in Australia, United States, Great Britain and Holland. In 
2014 she was winner of  The Alice Award, a national award for ‘a 
woman who has made a distinguished and long term contribution to 
Australian literature’. With a deep interest in literature, poetry con-
tinues to inform her life and her writing. In 2012 she was a National 
Ambassador for Reading and travelled to many country towns to 
talk about Australian literature. 

Libby’s latest picture books are A Baby for Loving with illustrations by 
Tamsin Ainslie and Outside with illustrations by Ritva Voutila which 
was named a Notable Australian picture book by the Children’s 
Book Council of  Australia, 2015. 

She will be talking about her most recent novel, Eventual Poppy Day 
(2015).

LIBBY HATHORN 

For Oliver, the 
past has never 
felt so close.
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YOUNG ADULT FICTION

From award-winning children’s
and YA author Libby Hathorn
comes a moving, timely and very
personal book examining the
nature of valour, the power of
family and the endurance of love.
This is a story for all time and
one we should never forget.

ISSUE No. 79November 2015

Speaking at the special time of  12.00pm - 12.30pm
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Member Talk

Joanna Hempel
Feet of Wax

Member Talk

 

Joanna Hempel will speak about her historical 
novel Feet of  Wax which depicts the Russian 
Empire in meltdown in 1914-18. Formerly 
one of  Australia’s leading playwrights for 
young people and of  Polish-Lithuanian  
origin, Joanna was drawn to the subject of  her 
grandparents’ experience of  the revolution in  
Petrograd and on the Eastern Front. 
Described as ‘an artfully woven tapestry’ and 
‘a masterful work’, the novel is a fictionalised 
account of  two young people falling in love in 
St Petersburg. They are separated from their 
families in Lithuania and Poland during World 
War I as they are caught up in the madness of  
others. The novel evokes the complexities of  
overlapping nationalisms, ethnicity, class and  
religion on the Eastern Front, but with the 
tragic-comic touch that made Joanna plays so 
popular in schools. 
The novel is being translated into Russian and 
Polish in time for the 2017 centenary of  the 
Russian Revolution.

Please check the websites to 
confirm deadline dates and entry 
conditions.  
Competition information has 
been extracted from websites and 
no assurance can be given as to 
its accuracy. 

ASA Mentorship 
Program
ENTRIES OPEN!
Applications for a 2015-2016 
ASA mentorship are open until 
the 16 November 2015.
The mentorship program aims 
to give successful applicants the 
chance to develop their work-in-
progress to a publishable  
standard, by working with a 
mentor of  their choice.
Guildelines are 
available on the 
ASA website - 
CLICK HERE 

Hal Porter Short Story Competition
Open to Australian writers.
No set theme.
Up to 2,500 words
Prize: $1,000
Entry Fee: $10
Entries Due: 18 December 2015

The Calibre Prize is intended to generate brilliant new  
essays and to foster new insights into culture, society, and the 
human condition. All non-fiction subjects are eligible.
Essays of  3,000 - 7,000 words
Prizes: $5,000
Entry Fee: $30 (or $15 for ABR subscribers)
Entries Due: 18 January 2016

For more informationa CLICK HERE 

Calibre Prize 2016

COMPETITIONS &  
OPPORTUNITIES

https://www.asauthors.org/emerging-writers-and-illustrators-mentorships
https://www.australianbookreview.com.au/prizes/calibre-prize


Opportunities

	  

www.WomenWritersNSW.org

Hal Porter Short Story Competition
Open to Australian writers.
No set theme.
Up to 2,500 words
Prize: $1,000
Entry Fee: $10
Entries Due: 18 December 2015

Di Yerbury UK Writer’s Residency

Submission deadline
5pm, 6 March 2015 

Application Forms: www.womenwriters.nsw.org

Submissions Now Open

I would like to remind you that the wonderful 3-month Di Yerbury UK Writer’s 
Residency is to be offered to one lucky recipient in 2016 from June 20th to  
September 19th. 

So sharpen your pencils, flex your typing fingers, and start thinking about a work of  
fiction or non-fiction set in the UK (or Europe) and make the most of  this fabulous 
opportunity to live and work in Devon for three months!  

You will find full details and application forms on the website at  
www.womenwriters.nsw.org. They will also be enclosed in the December issue of  
Women’s Ink!  You’ll also be able to find out more about my time in Barnstaple in  
my report which will be published in the same issue. I hope it will inspire you to  
give it a go! This really is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity (and I wish I could take it 
up again next year!) 

REMEMBER ... your application must be in by the 6th of  March, and the lucky 
recipient will be announced at our SWW luncheon meeting on the 13th of  April.

Good luck!
Felicity Pulman, 2014 Winner - Di Yerbury UK Writer’s Residency

Photo: Exeter is a short and scenic ride away on the Tarka Train; 
very historic, lots of  shops, and the cathedral is wonderful. These 
four musicians (tourists) came into the cathedral and decided they’d 
like to sing, so we had an impromptu concert. Magic!
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Committee: Susanne Gervay – Co-President, Dr Susan Steggall – Co-President & Sub-Editor, Amanda Mark – Treasurer, Maria McDougall 
– Membership Secretary, Yvonne Jarman – Publicity Officer, Sandra Davis, Vivienne Foster, Libby Hathorn, Lindsay Lewis, Mary Ann Napper, 
Judith O’Connor. 
E-Newsletter team – Kristin Prescott (editor) & Lindsay Lewis| Website Manager – Lindsay Lewis  
SWW LinkedIN Group Manager – Dr Maria Hill | SWW Face Book Manager – Susanne Gervay  
SWW Front Desk – Lynda Calder | Workshop Convenor – Robyn McWilliam. 
Women’s Ink Team – Kristin Prescott (Editor), Dr Susan Steggall (Sub-Editor), Sandra Davis, Judith O’Connor (Book Editor),  
Joy Williams. 

The Society of  Women Writers NSW  
Committee and Team for 2015-16




